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Message Text 


FOLLOWING IS THE TEXT OF THE LETTER FROM SECRETARY OF 
DEFENSE BROWN TO MINISTER OF DEFENSE LEBER ON THE 
TANK GUN DECISION. YOU SHOULD DELIVER THIS TO 
MINISTER LEBER JAN 31 AT 0901. IT IS POSSIBLE THAT 
SECRETARY BROWN MAY WISH TO TELEPHONE LEBER JUST BEFORE 
YOU DELIVER THE LETTER. IF SO WE WILL TRY TO ADVISE 
YOU IMMEDIATELY. COMPLETE ANNOUNCEMENT SCENARIO IS 
BEING TRANSMITTED SEPTEL. (NOTE THAT ABOVE TIME IS 
WASHINGTON TIME.) 
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BEGIN TEXT: 


DEAR GEORG, 

TODAY WE WILL BE ANNOUNCING OUR TANK GUN DECISION, WHICH 
AS YOU KNOW IS FAVORABLE TO THE CANDIDATE SYSTEM PUT 
FORWARD BY THE FEDERAL REPUBLIC OF GERMANY. AS YOU 
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ALSO KNOW, THIS HAS BEEN A DECISION WHICH WE HAVE TAKEN 
WITH THE UTMOST CARE, AND FOR THAT REASON WE SAW SOME 
HARD BARGAINING OVER THE LAST FEW DAYS. I BELIEVE 
THAT BOTH OF US OWE THANKS TO THOSE WHO REPRESENTED US 
IN THOSE NEGOTIATIONS. WE HAVE AN AGREEMENT WHICH SERVES 

OUR INTERESTS AND THE INTERESTS OF THE ALLIANCE QUITE 
WELL. NOW WE ON OUR SIDE HAVE TO CONVINCE OUR CONGRESS; 

I THINK THE CHANCES ARE GOOD THAT WE CAN. 

I LOOK ON THIS DECISION AS A LANKMARK IN FURTHERANCE OF 
THE PRESIDENT'S COMMITMENT TO A TWO-WAY STREET FOR 
DEFENSE EQUIPMENT. WE BOTH CAN RIGHTLY CITE THIS AS 
PROOF THAT WE CAN WORK TOGETHER. OF COURSE, MUCH 
REMAINS TO BE DONE IF WE ARE TO KEEP UP THE FREE 
FLOW OF DEFENSE TRADE, AND YOU AND I WILL HAVE TO 
CONTINUE TO WORK ON THAT PERSONALLY AND CLOSELY. 

I LOOK FORWARD TO THAT. 

END TEXT. 
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WING IS THE TEXT OF THE LETTER FROM SECRETARY OF 
DEFENSE BROWN TO MINISTER OF DEFENSE LEBER ON THE 
TANK GUN DECISION. YOU SHOULD DELIVER THIS TO 
MINISTER LEBER IAN 31 AT 0901. IT IS POSSIBLE THAT 
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SECRETARY BROWN MAY WISH TO TELEPHONE LEBER IUST BEFORE 
YOU DELIVER THE LETTER. IF SO WE WILL TRY TO ADVISE 
YOU IMMEDIATELY. COMPLETE ANNOUNCEMENT SCENARIO IS 
BEING TRANSMITTED SEPTEL. (NOTE THAT ABOVE TIME IS 
WASHINGTON TIME. ) 

BEGIN TEXT: 

DEAR GEORG, 

TODAY WE WILL BE ANNOUNCING OUR TANK GUN DECISION, WHICH 
AS YOU KNOW IS FAVORABLE TO THE CANDIDATE SYSTEM PUT 
FORWARD BY THE FEDERAL REPUBLIC OF GERMANY. AS YOU 
ALSO KNOW, THIS HAS BEEN A DECISION WHICH WE HAVE TAKEN 
WITH THE UTMOST CARE, AND FOR THAT REASON WE SAW SOME 
HARD BARGAINING OVER THE LAST FEW DAYS. I BELIEVE 
THAT BOTH OF US OWE THANKS TO THOSE WHO REPRESENTED US 
IN THOSE NEGOTIATIONS. WE HAVE AN AGREEMENT WHICH SERVES 

OUR INTERESTS AND THE INTERESTS OF THE ALLIANCE QUITE 
WELL. NOW WE ON OUR SIDE HAVE TO CONVINCE OUR CONGRESS; 

I THINK THE CHANCES ARE GOOD THAT WE CAN. 

I LOOK ON THIS DECISION AS A LANKMARK IN FURTHEVANCE OF 
THE PRESIDENT'S COMMITMENT TO A TWO-WAY STREET FOR 
DEFENSE EQUIPMENT. WE BOTH CAN RIGHTLY CITE THIS AS 
PROOF THAT WE CAN WORK TOGETHER. OF COURSE, MUCH 
REMAINS TO BE DONE IF WE ARE TO KEEP UP THE FREE 
FLOW OF DEFENSE TRADE, AND YOU AND I WILL HAVE TO 
CONTINUE TO WORK ON THAT PERSONALLY AND CLOSELY. 

I LOOK FORWARD TO THAT. 

END TEXT. VANCE UNQTE VANCE 
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